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Frcs. 15a-c, 16a, b - Cretarhabdus unicornis STOVER, n. sp. x 2500 ca. 15, holotype, USNM 41499; 
a, bright field; b- e, x-nicols at two focus levels. 16, paratype, USNM 41500; a-b, x-nicols at two focus 

levels. Both from sample 23. 
Frc. 15 - Cretarhabdus unicornis STOVER, side view. The drawing is based primarily on the appearance of the 
microfossil under crossed nicols and with a Quartz Red I accessory plate. The drawing represents a compo

site of morphologic features observed on several well-preserved specimens of the species. 

Description: 

The rhabdoliths have a base plate consisting of two closely appressed plates separated laterally 
by a shallow annullar furrow. The rim is of medium width and faintly ribbed. The central 
opening is bridged by four short bars arranged as an << x >>. The bars arise from the inner edge 
of the rim, are inclined distally and inwardly, and unite centrally, forming the base of the stem. 
The stem is solid, tapered and smooth, or has faint spiral lines. Height 9-15 fl, length of base 
plate 7-13 fl, width of base plate 5.5-10.0 fl· 

Remarks: 

Comparison: The outstanding diagnostic feature of Cretarhabdus unicornis is its solid, rela
tively short, tapered stem. The base plates of C. decorus DEFLANDRE, C. helicoides and C. uni
cornis are similar in that each consists of two closely appressed plates with the central opening 
spanned by bars arranged to form an << x >>. The openings between the arms of the << x >> and 
the inner edge of the rim are relatively large. These species are distinguished from one ano
ther by the shape and construction of their stems. 

Remarks: The components of the stem are spirally arranged, and consequently the structure 
fails to extinguish completely under crossed nicols. The bars supporting the stem are composed 
of two parallel pieces whose optical orientation is the same or nearly so. On some specimens 
a third small piece is inserted between the two large ones at the distal end of each bar. The 
optical orientation of the inserted piece is different from that of adjacent pieces. 

FARINACCI 1970 - 111/120 



Type level: 

Albian. 

Occurrence: Albian - Coniacian. 

Type locality: 

Les Drillions Quarry, northeast of St. Florentin, France; light gray marl. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum, Washington, D. C. Holotype: USNM 41499; paratype: USNM 
41500. 

Author: 

Stover L.E., 1966, p. 140; pl. 5, figs. 15a-c, 16a, b; pl. 9, fig. 15. 

Reference: 

Cretaceous coccoliths and associated nannofossils from France and the Netherlands. Micro
paleontology, vol. 12, n° 2, pp. 133-167, pls. 1-9. 
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